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SUBJECT: PRESIDENCY OF 30TH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND 60TH 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

1 . MISSION HAS LEARNED IN DISCUSSION WITH WHO SECRETARIAT 
AT ADG LEVEL THAT THE PRESIDENCY OF THE 30TH WHO ASSEMBLY 
IS STILL AN OPEN QUESTION. THE POSITION THIS YEAR 

NORMALLY FALLS BY "GENET ,EM AN'S AGREEMENT" WITHIN THE 
WESTERN PACIFIC REGION. JAPAN AND THE PRC, WE UNDER- 
STAND, WERE NOT INTERESTED. APPARENTLY JAPAN HAD 
ORIGINALLY EXPRESSED INTEREST BUT HAS WITHDRAWN FROM 
THE COMPETITION. WE DO NOT KNOW REASONS FOR PRC’S 
LACK OF INTEREST. 

2. OTHER LEADING CONTENDERS ARE FIJI, (MINISTER OF 
HEALTH, KR. JAMES SINGH) MALAYSI, SINGAPORE AND TONGA. 

IN WIEW OF ELECTIONS TO TAKE PLACE IN 

FIJI ON APRIL 29, THE SECRETARIAT BELIEVES FIJI IS NOW 
OUT OF THE RUNNING. THIS APPEARS TO BE CORROBORATED 
BY MISSION'S CONTACTS WITH NEW ZEALAND, WHO INDICATED 
DR. SINGH IS NO LONGER EXPECTED TO ATTEND THE 30TH 
WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY. 
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3. CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD (WHICH WILL MEET 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE 30TH WHO ASSEMBLY) IS EXPECTED 
TO BE DR. BUTERA OF RWANDA. HE WAS RECENTLY PROPOSED 
BY THE YUGOSLAV MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, AND IS 
FAVORED BY WHO DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL LAMBO. SINCE 
IT IS AFRICA'S "TURN," LITTLE OR NO OPPOSITION IS 
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EXPECTED. 

4. MISSION UNDERSTANDS FROM NEW ZEALAND MISSION THAT 
TURKEY HAS WITHDRAWN ITS CANDIDACY FOR AN 
EXECUTIVE BOARD POSITION. 

5. CONCERNING THE 3 1ST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY IN MAY 
1978, MISSION INFORMED BY WHO ADG THAT EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEMBER AL-BAKER OF QATAR, IN PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS WITH 
ONE OF WHO'S ADGS, HAD SAID THE ARAB MINISTERS OF 
HEALTH WILL PUT FORWARD KUWAIT'S MINISTER OF HEALTH, 

DR. AL AWADI, FOR PRESIDENT OF THE 3 1ST WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMBLY IN 1978.SORENSON 
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